CONFESSIONAL

necessary to our self-preservation: without a
good dose of it, we should starve, or come to grief
in some way or other. Nay, in the strife of life we
often find ourselves compelled to act as if we
were even more selfish than we are, to demand
the lion's share of any booty, to show our teeth
and growl in order to get what we regard as our
proper proportion. Selfishness is a duty we owe
ourselves and those we love.

And this scientific creed of selfishness has
achieved so much that it has become hopeful, a
Gospel of Good Tidings. Nietzsche pushed his
hope to a belief in a superman who will go on
from victory to victory, and in time establish
the kingdom of man upon earth in universal well-
being and happiness. But scarcely has the creed
of individualism, like the atomic theory, been
formulated, before one becomes conscious of its
insufficiency and then of its limitations. In indus-
try it led to the heaping up of riches in a few
hands and to the sordid misery of the many,

The most selfish man recognises now that sel-
fishness is not the only force; the most callous ad-
mits that there is a certain beauty and persuasive-
ness in the creed of Jesus: "take no heed of the
morrow11: "love one another": "judgenot that ye
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